
Branch Secretary’s Report
for the AGM 2026, Moose Jaw – May 23, 2026

First, thank you to the Yorkton club for hosting last year’s 2025 AGM at Holy Trinity Anglican Church
Hall, Yorkton, Saturday, April 26, 2025, and for the delightful dinner & dance that followed.  The next week
(May 1st) I was able to check the minutes with the executive, then circulate them by e-mail to all branch
members.

In early July we again received advance notice of the RSCDS’s 96th AGM – in Glasgow, November 8, 2025.
Later in the summer Ron M & I, as branch reps, received its notices of motion and board nominations,
again with electronic-voting/proxy options for those of us unable to attend in person. Of course, all our
members receive  the Society’s Dance Scottish magazine; its year-end issue includines reports on the AGM.

Out of discussion out of our own AGM last April, on SCD publicity here within Saskatchewan, Gail Jacobs
prepared both the article & ad which eventually appeared in the October issue of The Senior Paper – thank
you, Gail!  I sent a copy of Gail’s article and ad out to all branch members.

In December I also circulated Ron’s Christmas greeting, as branch president, to all our members.

Also out of the 2025 AGM, the Saskatoon & the Moose Jaw clubs began considering the proposal that we
hold a mini-workshop in conjunction with the 2026 AGM. I’ve submitted a separate report (“Preparation
for Mini-Workshop”) on how the proposal became a reality – but here let may express particular  thanks
to Bob & Diane in Saskatoon, and Gail & Jackie in Moose Jaw-Assiniboia for all their work in helping us
reach this day.

As mentioned in previous reports, among the services the RSCDS provides on its web-site is a “branch
contact” inquiry service. In mid-April  the web-manager passed on notice of a pair of SCD musicians from
Ontario who would be touring western Canada this coming September (2026) – Karen Steven & Alastair
MacDonald. Karen (fiddle) & Alastair (accordion) are half of the Ottawa dance band Atlantic Firth, and in
September would be available for either live music on dance evenings, or concert performance. I promised
Karen I would pass on the notice to this AGM, in case any of our clubs wanted to book them while they
were in the province.  (Atlantic Firth provided the music for the Cammac Workshop in Quebec last June,
that Sandra & I attended – Bob McNaughton has some tracks from an album we picked up there, if you’d
like to hear a sample.) 

Three other notices received in May from RSCDS-Scotland: 
1) after the next issue our Dance Scottish magazine will move to “digital-first” distribution – RSCDS

members for whom the society has an e-mail address will receive subsequent issues only in e-format,
unless they specify a preference for continuing to have a paper copy mailed to them.

2) the Society also invited branch executive members to 2 webinars in May:
a) one in early May on Membership Review & other Changes  – which Gail Jacobs attended last week on
our behalf – she will cover some of that discussion in her report;
b) the other later in May on RSCDS Rules & Procedures – if anyone would like to attend on behalf of
the branch, I can pass on registration information (the dates available are May 25th & 27th).

3) contact from our Society’s new Head of Fundraising, Caroline Sexton. As part of settling in to this work,
Caroline has invited any of us to attend a series of open forums she is organizing – again please, be
in touch with me if you’re interested in her invitation.

Finally, let me express my sincere thanks to all of you as branch members for entrusting me with the
interesting work that serving as your secretary this past year has provided.

Bill Richards,
Branch Secretary
May 15, 2026


