
Report on Preparation for Mini-Workshop/AGM
Moose Jaw, 23 May 2026

At RSCDS-Saskatchewan branch 2025 AGM, with our Yorkton club as hosts, we discussed reviving the annual
dance workshop, held in abeyance since Covid. Specifically, we dealt with a proposal to start with a more modest
mini-workshop, in conjunction with the next (2026) AGM. The discussion concluded by referring the matter to
the branch executive, to allow for consideration of the proposal by both the Moose Jaw club, slated to host the
2026 AGM, and the Saskatoon club, administering funds for the next workshop. As branch secretary, I was
charged with being the liaison between the clubs, as they considered the proposal.

As a result, together we decided to hold a mini-workshop on the morning before an afternoon AGM, with a
dinner and dance in the evening, on a Saturday in May 2026 – with the Moose Jaw club in charge of local
arrangements for the AGM/Dinner & Dance portion of the day, and the Saskatoon club in charge of the
morning mini-workshop.

We were delighted that the Moose Jaw club could book the Timothy Eaton Centre in Moose Jaw as our venue
for 23rd May 2026, with facilities to accommodate both lessons & dancing, and meals. Special thanks to Gail &
Jackie from that club for all the work they have been continuing to put into preparing for the day.

Once the date & venue were set, the Saskatoon club began making arrangements for the mini-workshop; we
realized that calling on teachers from within the region might be the best way to test interest in reviving
workshops. At the Saskatoon chair’s invitation, I approached Betsy Brydon & Linda McIntyre of Regina, and
was delighted by their gracious offer to co-teach the workshop on the date we were planning

Gail from the Moose Jaw club and I drew up a 2-sided budget for the event, one side to guide the Saskatoon
club’s preparation for the mini-workshop in the morning, the other to guide the Moose Jaw club’s preparation
for the AGM/Dinner & Dance in the afternoon & evening. Bob McNaughton drew up a registration form that
would allow registrants to indicate which parts of the day (workshop/lunch/AGM/dinner & dance) they would
be participating in – thank you, Bob! As a budget each side was designed to achieve a positive balance at 25
registrations. From Bob’s latest report, we are delighted to report that the AGM has quorum, and both the
Lunch/Dinner &Dance and the Workshop have surpassed that target enrolment, which result in a modest
positive balance on both sides of the budget.

Last week I sent out the 3rd & final notice of the event. (I sent the 1st mid-February.) Those notices have gone
to all our members in the Saskatchewan branch, as well as other branches across the prairies – specifically,
Winnipeg, Regina, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Calgary & Edmonton. 

Registrations for the meals closed on Saturday, May 9th, to allow Gail to give adequate notice of numbers to our
caterers, as well as to assist Betsy & Linda in their lesson-planning.

On behalf of the branch, let me offer our thanks to all who have contributed to this revival of interest in offering
new dancers a regional event to extend their skills and enjoyment.

Happy dancing!

Bill Richards
secretary, RSCDS-SK
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